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The wisdom and blessing of exercising faith during undeserved suffering

1.  The Affliction of Job                  (Job  1:1  - Job  2:10)

    A. Job’s Uprightness                  (Job  1:1  - Job  1: 5)

B. Affliction from Satan            (Job  1:6  - Job  2:10)

       1. The First Affliction              (Job  1:6  - Job  1:22)

            (His possessions and his children are destroyed)

       2. The Second Affliction          (Job  2:1  - Job  2:10)

            (His health is destroyed)

2.  The Debate About Job's Affliction  (Job  2:11 - Job 37:24)

    A. The 3 Debaters: Their Week of Silence (Job  2:11 - Job  2:13)

         (Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, Zophar the Naamathite)

    B. The Debate                              (Job  3:1  - Job 37:24)

       1. The 3 Rounds of Accusations and Answers (Job 3:1 – Job 31:40)

[They try to accuse Job by comparing his condition to various judgments brought on various kinds of evil men. They speak in poetical metaphors.]

          a. Round 1 (Job 3:1 – Job 14:22)

             1). Job Speaks His Lament  (Job  3:1  – Job  3:26)

(I long for death.)

             2). Eliphaz Replies        (Job  4:1  – Job  5:27)

(Accept God’s correction.)

             3). Job Replies to Eliphaz (Job  6:1  – Job  7:27)

(I need your pity, not your accusations.)

             4). Bildad Replies to Job  (Job  8:1  – Job  8:22)

(Repentance will restore your fortunes.)

             5). Job Replies to Bildad  (Job  9:1  – Job 10:22)

(God will not listen to me in spite of my innocence.)

             6). Zophar Replies to Job  (Job 11:1  – Job 11:20)

(Repentance will deliver you from shame.)

             7). Job Replies to Zophar  (Job 12:1  – Job 14:22)

(Your arguments are worthless; leave me alone.)

          b. Round 2 (Job 15:1 – Job 21:34)

             1). Eliphaz Replies to Job (Job 15:1  – Job 15:35)

(Man is not pure; wicked men {like you} suffer torment.)

             2). Job Replies to Eliphaz (Job 16:1  – Job 17:16)

(You are miserable comforters.)

             3). Bildad Replies to Job  (Job 18:1  – Job 18:21)

(The lamp of the wicked is snuffed out.)

             4). Job Replies to Bildad  (Job 19:1  – Job 19:29)

(God has wronged me.)

             5). Zophar Replies to Job  (Job 20:1  – Job 20:29)

(The mirth of the wicked is brief.)

             6). Job Replies to Zophar  (Job 21:1  – Job 21:34)

(Some men are not judged for wickedness; some are.)

          c. Round 3 (Job 22:1 – Job 31:40)

             1). Eliphaz Replies to Job (Job 22:1  – Job 22:30)

(You have done evil to others; return to God.)

             2). Job Replies to Eliphaz (Job 23:1  – Job 24:6 )

(If I could come before God I could persuade him of my innocence. Some of those who know him perish as do some of the wicked.)

             3). Bildad Replies to Job  (Job 25:1  – Job 25:6 )

(How can anyone be righteous?)

             4). Job Replies to Bildad  (Job 26:1  – Job 31:40)

(You have been of no help. God has denied me justice. May my enemies be like the wicked who perish suddenly. Man does not understand wisdom. I long for my past blessings, but mockers surround me. I have obeyed God.)

       2. The Monologue of Elihu (Job 32:1 – Job 37:24)

God alone is just. Your sins do not hurt him, and your righteousness does not profit him. You have no right to demand a trial before God. God is beyond our reach and exalted in power.

3.  The Blessed Outcome of Job's Affliction (Job 38:1 - Job 42:17)
    A. He Becomes Humbled (Job 38:1 – Job 42:6)

       1. The First Step (Job 38:1 - Job 40:5)

          a. The LORD’s First Reply (Job 38:1 - Job 40:2)

(Your words are without knowledge. You do not know even the things of Earth, and you cannot control even the things of Earth.)

          b. Job’s Answer (Job 40:3 - Job 40:5)

(I am unworthy.)

       2. The Second Step (Job 40:6 - Job 42:6)

          a. The LORD’s Second Reply (Job 40:6 – 41:34)

(Can you discredit my justice? Are you as powerful as me or even as powerful as my creatures?)

          b. Job’s Answer (Job 42:1 - Job 42:6)

(I did not understand. I repent in dust in ashes.)

    B. He Atones for His Friend’s Sins (Job 42:7 – Job 42:9)

    C. His Affliction Ends (Job 42:10 – Job 42:17)

       1. His Riches Double (Job 42:10 - Job 42:12)

       2. He Has 10 More Children (Job 42:13 - Job 42:15)

       3. He Lives to be 140 (Job 42:16 - Job 42:17)
